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WHAT IS SCHOOL-

W IDE T ITLE I? 

 

Title I, Part A of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA),      
provides financial assistance to states and 
school districts to meet the needs of  
educationally at-risk students. The goal 
of Title I is to provide extra instructional 
services and activities which support 
students identified as failing or most at 
risk of failing the state’s challenging per-
formance standards in mathematics, 
reading, and writing.  

A school-wide program is a           
comprehensive reform strategy      
designed to upgrade the entire             
educational program in a Title I school 
as opposed to testing and identifying 
specific students for a separate support 
program.  

 

J. Russell Elementary 

You’ll Never Walk Alone.  



 

READING AND MATH CLUBS 
Russell’s reteach and enrichment classes were developed as a way 
to provide additional blocks of instructional time. For Math Club 
and Reading Club, students move to classrooms of (typically) 
smaller class sizes to focus on lessons designed to meet their spe-
cific learning needs, for thirty to forty minutes each day, Monday 
through Thursday. Which class a student moves to depends large-
ly on results of formative assessments, provided about every two 
weeks in math and quarterly in literacy. Formative assessments 
help teachers identify exactly what a student has mastered versus 
for which skills she/he needs additional instruction and practice. 
Each grade level runs its Math Clubs/Reading Clubs differently 
but the general vision will remain the same for the whole school. 
In this model, each student receives exactly the instruction and 
practice that he or she needs in order to master or extend student 
learning of the identified learning standards. 

LENGTH OF PLACEMENT 
Placement into a Math Club generally occurs every two weeks and 
placement is dependent on an individual student’s performance on 
short assessments of the few skills targeted, during homeroom 
classes. Students receive a second assessment at the end of the 
Club time to measure his/her growth in the Club. Previous Math 
Club placement is not a factor in upcoming Club placements: 
students take each formative assessment with a clean slate. While 
students strengthen their skills during a Math Club class, they will 
continue learning new skills in their homeroom 60-70 minute 
math and language arts classes.  

For literacy, assessments are provided at the beginning of the year 
and then quarterly. Often, Reading Club teachers use authentic 
pieces of literature as vehicles for learning the targeted standards. 
Reading Club instructional groups stay together for part of a quar-
ter or the entire quarter, until new reading data informs teachers 
of the need to shuffle the Reading Club groups again and new 
literacy standards are targeted. 

RUSSELL ELEMENTARY ’S SCHOOL-WIDE PROGRAM 

 

CURRICULUM AND   

INSTRUCTION 
 

 

At Russell School, all 
students  participate in 
language arts and       
mathematics content     
specifically identified 
for each student’s 
grade level through 

Idaho’s Common Core Learning Standards. 
For approximately sixty minutes each day in 
math and literacy, students work toward 
deeper understanding of these learning  
standards in homeroom classes with students 
of mixed abilities. Vast amounts of education 
research has shown that this grouping strate-
gy benefits students of all ability levels  much 
better than grouping students of similar skill 
sets.  However, this can make it difficult for 
teachers to provide challenging materials that 
push students to master skills more quickly 
while providing the support for students who 
need additional assistance. These concerns 
led to the development of Russell’s reteach 
and enrichment classes, also known as Read-
ing Club and Math Club.  

Intervention Component 

When students continue to struggle to reach mastery in 
the allotted Club time, placement in Math or Reading 
Clubs may last more than two weeks (math) or more 
than a quarter (literacy) as foundational skills are built. 
In some of these cases, where the gap in skills dictate it, 
the instruction will be more explicit and the number of 
practice opportunities increased. The goal is still to 
work towards proficiency of grade level standards and 
for students to return to the more fluid Math or Read-
ing Club format. Parents are informed if a child is 
placed in a longer-term intervention and parents are 
updated regarding student progress. In still fewer cases, 
students require higher levels of intervention, where 
students receive intensive intervention instruction in 
place of regular homeroom grade-level lessons. In these 
cases (called Tier 3 intervention), parents are involved 
before and during the intervention and informed more 
frequently of student progress.   

Special Education 

Russell School also has a federally-mandated special 
education program for students whose disabilities sig-
nificantly impact their learning.  

PROGRAM REVIEW 
We continually review our Title I practices and support 
systems. If you have any specific feedback or questions 
about how we are providing intervention, reteach, and 
enrichment to our students, we would love to hear 
from you. We also have a Title I Parent Team which 
helps inform our activities and practices. Finally, teach-
ers and administrators continually review data to deter-
mine where changes in the model or our instruction 
needs to occur.  


